14-16 Curriculum

Our Curriculum is designed to provide students with a wide range of choices to suit students’
strengths, interests and future aspirations. We want our students to thrive at KEVICC and
develop alove of learning through the broad range of subjects on offer. We aim to carefully guide
studentsontocourseswhichtheywill find excitingand enjoyable, but willalso provide themwith
asolidbasefromwhichtoprogressattheirnexttransitionphase—Post 16 educationandtraining.

Over the course of the information evening, through conversations with staff and tutors, and
in this booklet, I hope you find the answers to all of your questions to help you make the right
choices on into Key Stage 4.

The choices you will make this year mark an exciting stage in your school career. You'll decide
which subjects to study in more depth and which ones to leave behind. Some students will
know exactly what they’d like to do for GCSE, A’ Level and professionally, and will welcome the
opportunity to see their plans starting to take shape but for those who
don't have a clear idea of their future direction, it can be very daunting. It’s
completely normal to have uncertain future career ideas at this stage and
students need not be worried about their progression, there’s plenty of time to decide.

However, there are two important pieces of advice:

Choose subjects that you love
Keep your options open by selecting a broad range of subjects

Ultimately, GCSEs are a stepping stone onto the next phases in life:

Post 16 Study — A  Levels, Vocational Courses and Apprenticeships
Post 18 Study — University and Higher Level / Degree Level Apprenticeships
Employment

For this reason, whilst it’s not necessary to know what you’d like to end up doing in your
career, it is a good idea to start investigating the different options available to you further on
in life, as the decisions you make now could affect your options later on.

Talk to teachers, talk to your tutor and older students. Find out exactly what the courses entail
and how you’ll be assessed. Is it all final exams or are the assessments spread out over the two
years? Which of these would suit you better as a learner?

You'll have a tutorial meeting in the week beginning 3 February. This is when you'll discuss
your final decisions with your tutor. In the meantime, I hope you find the process of making
your choices supportive and stimulating.

Ben Cotton
Rssistant Principal



14-16 Curriculum

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum is comprised of core, compulsory subjects and four option
subjects. One of the options choices must be from a prescribed “Guided Choice” list.

All students will study:

«  GCSE English Language
+ GCSE English Literature
+  GCSE Mathematics
GCSE Science

Core Physical Education

Students will either study:

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics (Triple Science) - three GCSEs or
+  GCSE Combined Science - two GCSEs

Should students wish to take Triple Science they will need to pick it as one of their ‘Open
Choices’.

Students must choose ONE of the following:

+  GCSE French

+  GCSE Spanish

+  GCSE Computer Science
GCSE History

GCSE Geography

Students must choose THREE subjects from the folliowing courses:

Vocational courses:

+  Level 1 and Level 2 Certificate in Hospitality & Catering
+  Btec Music

. Maths Additional (Level 3)



14-16 Curriculum

GCSE courses:

+  Art & Design +  Media Studies

+  Computer Science +  Photography

+  Dance +  Phuysical Education
- Drama +  Product Design

+  Film Studies +  Religion and Ethics
+  French +  Spanish

+  Geography «  Triple Science*

. History

*  Triple Scientists should be proficient in
Mathematics and should be expected to achieve a
GCSE Grade 6 or higher

Students with additional needs who currently receive extra provision such as Thrive or
Literacy Support, may be guided to take up fewer option choices to enable their provision
to continue. The Learning Support department will conduct academic tutorial meetings in
February to ensure students with SEND are supported onto the right courses.

The EBacc is a set of core subjects at GCSE that can help keep options open for further study
and future careers. The EBacc includes:

+  English Language and Literature

+  Maths

+  Combined Science

«  Geography or History

+ Alanguage

Whilst this choice of subjects may not be right for all our students, a study by UCL

Institute of Education shows that studying the EBacc can help provide greater academic
career opportunities later in life.



GCOMPULSORY GOURSES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE

Exam Board: AQA Compulsory
Assessment Structure

This is a linear course with two exams at the end of Year 11.

Tlllllﬂs Studied

A range of fiction from the 20th and 21st centuries.

« A range of literary non-fiction (such as journalusm, diary writing, biographical and
autobiographical writing, travel writing and letters) from the 19th, 20th and 21st
centuries.

Creative writing for a variety of purposes, audiences and in a variety of forms - with an
emphasis on writing shortt, crafted and self-edited pieces.

Speaking and Listening in a range of situations but focusing particularly on formal
presentations.

Why take this course?

+  This is a Core course which must be taken by every students in the country.

- Itis the qualification, along with Maths, which opens the door to further education and
employment.

« It helps students gain experience of the world through breadth and depth of literary
study and discussion.

- It builds on establisged literacy skills necessary to get along in life.

Where could it lead?
Post 16

There are a wide range of Level 3 courses available for English. At Kennicott, this course can
lead specifically to the combined English Language and Literature A Level.

Post 18

English is offered by almost every Higher Education provider in the country and students
can further their study at any level of university, even following in the footsteps of one of our
recent leavers who is now studying at Oxford University.

English graduates find opportunities with many different employers. Public and private sector
organisations such as the National Health Services (NHS), educational institutions, local and
national government, financial and legal firms, and voluntary and charitable organisations
employ English graduates in a range of roles. Other typical employers include: publishing
companies, advertising, marketing and public relations agencies and media organisations.

Contact: Miss S Killock



GCOMPULSORY GOURSES

ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE

Exam Board: AQA Compulsory
Assessment Structure

This is a linear course with two exams at the end of Year 11.
Topics Studied

. A play by William Shakespeare (Macbeth);
A 19th century novel (A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens);
A modern play (DNA by Dennis Kelly);

«  Aselection of poety from 1789 to the present.

Why take this course?

An interesting and cultured course which helps develop skills in analysis and inference. It
involves wide and deep reading of a range of British texts from Shakespeare to the present.
There will be opportunities for drama and discussion throughout the course.

It is excellent preparation for A Level English Literature or A level English Language and
Literature.

English Literature is the qualification that demonstrates to others that you are
thoughtful and cultured. It also shows future employers that you are eloquent and can write
intelligently.

Where could it lead?
Post 16

There are a wide range of Level 3 courses available for English. At Kennicott, this course can
lead specifically to the English Literature A Level.

Post 18

English is offered by almost every Higher Education provider in the country and students
can further their study at any level of university, even following in the footsteps of one of our
recent leavers who is now studying at Oxford University.

The skills you gain through studying an English degree are marketable in most career
areas. Jobs directly related to an English degree include: editorial assistant; lexicographer;
magazine journalist; newspaper journalist; teacher or writer.

Contact: Miss S Killock






GCOMPULSORY GOURSES
MATHEMATICS __ _ GCSE

Exam Board: AQA Compulsory
Assessment Structure

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher tier (grades 4-9).

Students must take three question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be
taken in the same series.

The information below is the same for both Foundation and Higher tiers.

Paper 1: non-caiculator
Paper 2: calculator
Paper 3: calculator

What’s Assessed
For all papers, content from any part of the specification may be assessed.

Questions

A mix of question styles, from short, single-mark questions to multi-step problems. The
mathematical demand increases as a student progresses through the paper.

Topics Studied

. 1 Number + 4 Geometry and measures
2 Algebra - 5 Probability
+ 3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change « 6 Statistics

Why take this course?

Maths is a wonderfully creative subject. At KEVICC, the dedicated team of skilled
mathematicians is committed to ensuring that all students gain confidence with their
problem solving, enabling them to learn to take risks. Students are encouraged to work
collaboratively with the subject and soak up the enthusiasm the staff have for learning.

This course builds on skills developed through Key Stage 3 and assesses these skills in a
linear system at the end of the course.

It requires commitment, dedication and independent study.

continued...



GCOMPULSORY GOURSES

Where could it lead?
Post 16

We offer Mathematics and Further Mathematics here at KEVICC and many of our students go
on to study Mathematics related to degrees at university. Along with the compulsory core
modules,studentshavetheopportunitytospecialiseineitherappliedmathematicsorstatistics.

Further Maths is studied alongside the normal maths A Level. Students experience many
new and exciting areas of mathematics such as complex numbers and decision maths. The
course is divided into two parts: Pure and Applied.

Pure Maths is the study of algebra, trigonometry, geometry and calculus and is essential for
both the understanding of the subject and to provide tools to deal with real life applications.

Applied Mathsis the study of the way in which Maths is used in life and is offered in three areas:
+  Mechanics +  Decision Maths +  Statistics

For AS Mathematics you will study 3 modules: 2 pure modules (Core 1 and Core 2) and an
applied module (either Statistics 1 or Machanics 1).

For A2 Mathematics you will study Core 3, Core 4 and one Applied module, either Statistics
2 or Mechanics 2 depending on the route you chose in Year 12.

Further Mathematics in year 12 involves studying Core 1, Core 2, the three Applied modules
detailed above and a further pure module, FP1. This course is designed for students who
enjoy exploring the world of Mathematics and who have a real passion for the subject.

Post 18

Mathematics is a valuable qualification for scientific, computing and engineering degrees
and has links with many other subjects including Business Studies, Geography, Economics,
Biology, Environmental Science and Psychology.

Recent research suggests that those who have a Maths A Level earn an average 10% higher
income.

Maths affects everything we do in our lives. It forms the basis for many other subjects and
is fascinating in its own right. It can lead to a variety of fulfilling careers from engineering,
design and architecture to philosophy, geography and even careers in music and the media.
The list is endless.

For more information please visit the Maths Careers Website.

Contact: Mr K Price



GCOMPULSORY GOURSES
SCIENCE ____________ GOSE

Exam Board: AQA Compulsory
Assessment Structure

100% Examination

Topics Studied

Biology: Cell Biology and Organisation, Energy in Organisms, Infections and Response,
Controlling the Internal Environment, Ecology and Inheritance and Evolution.

Chemistry: Atomic Structures, Bonding and Matter, Resources (Earth, Water and Atmosphere),
Measuring Chemical Reactions, Analysing Chemicals, Chemical Changes, Reactivity, Chemistry
in Industry and Using Resources.

Physics: Magnetism, Energy Forces, Electricity Waves, Atoms and Matter.

Why take this course?

The GCSE is suitable for students of all abilities and the course encourages students to
understand theoretical concepts alongside developing practical Science skills.

Students on KS3 Science, Maths and English grades of 6 and above can study at Triple level by
selecting it as an option subject, all other students study 2 GCSEs.

The course is designed to give you more detail on the breadth of content that has already been
introduced in KS3 as well as introducing new material. The programme sets out to try to give you
an understanding the world around you as well as develop your thinking skills in analysis and
using evidence; your mathematical skills by applying them to real experiments and your literacy
skills in describing and explaining the science that has been studied.

The Combined GCSE course

Across Years 10 and 11 students follow a programme that covers topics in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Unlike in previous versions of the course there is no controlled assessment based around
practical work. In the final assessments there are 6 topics each with 1hr 15 min examinations.

Where could it lead?
Post 16

Biology, Chemistry and Physics and Applied Science L3 Science at Kennicott.

Post 18

There are a wide variety of Higher Education Courses in the Sciences, including at Russell
Group Universities.

There are many career opportunities in the field of science and technology, ranging through
health and medical, research and development, conservation, engineering, teaching and
industrial applications.

Contact: Dr S Ruffle
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ART & DESIGN
- Exam Board: AQA
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Contact: Mr T Wightman




COMPUTER SCIENGE GCSE
Exam Board: AQA Guided/Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied




Exam Board: AQA Open
Topics Studied

Performance

Choreography

Appreciation

Post 18




Topics Studied

Component 1: Devising Drama
Component 2: Presenting and Performing Texts

Component 3: Performance and Response

Post 18







FILM STUDIES
Exam Board: WIEC
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Paper 1: US Film Paper 1: US Film
Section A Section A

. Section B
Section B

Section C Section C

Practical Production

Where could it lead?

ost18




FRENCH GCSE
Exam Board: AQA Guided/Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied




GEOGRAPHY GCSE
Exam Board: AQA Guided/Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment

Paper 3: Geographical applications and skills




HISTORY GCSE
Exam Board: OCR Guided/Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Unit One: Thematic Study: Crime and Punishment c.1250 to Present

Unit Two: British Depth Study: The Norman Conquest, 1065-87
Unit Three: Site Study: History Around Us
Unit Four: Period Study: The Making of America, 1789-1900

Unit Five: World Depth Study: Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-45




HOSPITALITY and CATERING Level18 2

Topics Studied







MAT" s [nn n ITI 0 an] Free SIan(ling llualiiicalinn (Advanced) Level 3
Exam Board: OCR Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

On this course, you will study four key areas of pure mathematics:




MEDIA STUDIES
Exam Board: WIEC
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Paper 1: Exploring Media Forms & Products (40%)

Paper 2: Understanding Media Forms & Products (30%)

Practical Production (30%)

Television: Advertising & Marketing of
Music: Advertising & Marketing of Film:
Magazines:

Why take this course?

Please note:




MUSIC BTEC

Exam Board: EdExcel Open
Topics Studied

Core Units (mandatory):

Specialist units (optional):

Post 18




PHOTOGRAPHY
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied







PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Exam Board: OCR
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied
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PRODUCT DESIGN
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Unit 1 Examination

Unit 2 Controlled Assessment

Why take this course?

Where could it lead?




RELIGION AND ETHICS
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Study of two religions: Study of two religions:

Post 18







SPANISH GCSE
Exam Board: AQA Guided/Open
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

Where could it lead?




TRIPLE SCIENCE
Exam Board: AQA
Assessment Structure

Topics Studied

BIOLOGY:

CHEMISTRY:

PHYSICS:

Why take this course?

Post 18




