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Alan Salt  Principal

KING EDWARD VI
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

27 March 2020

Dear Parent or Carer,

Coronavirus Update March 27

| hope this letter finds you and your families well in this difficult time. It's been a busy week for the College with
our priority being making sure we are setting distance learning, and planning so that we can remain open over the
holidays for the very small number of students whose families are critical key workers.

This letter has updates on;

e Distance learning
e Easter Holidays
o Safeguarding

1) Distance Learning
In an example of how quickly things can change, our plan to enable parents and carers to collect exercise
books and folders has been delayed by the current lockdown. When these restrictions are lifted we will
make sure you are updated with how to collect these books.
It's great to see so many students engaging with work set and taking such responsibility for their learning.
At the same time, we know it can be frustrating when platforms and software doesn’t work the way we want
it to.
Please remember if you have trouble logging in, to contact login@kingedwardvi.devon.sch.uk
If you daughter or son has not been able to access work, to have completed as much as they would have
hoped, or to the best of their ability, please reassure them not to worry.
Our staff will be understanding of the difficult and new situation families find themselves in and will want to
support you. Many families are struggling with caring for others and balancing childcare, as well as demands
on IT systems and the like. We understand this.
2) Easter Holidays
We are now entering the Easter Holiday period, and it is important even given the current circumstances that
everyone gets a break. Teachers will not set work to be done over Easter, other than what homework might
be usually set.
Whilst we have a very small number of students on site, please note the College is completely closed at
weekends and bank holidays.
—— ot VA,:<
Ashburton Road, Totnes, Devon TQ9 5JX Qrts. X <,

t01803 869200 f 01803869201
www.kingedwardvi.devon.sch.uk

i
INTERNATIONAL
A o South West

.
%
e S

N

g
sy


mailto:login@kingedwardvi.devon.sch.uk

Our teachers have been brilliant at adapting to such a strange situation, and it has been brilliant to see them
support students over the past 10 days. Many of them are volunteering to be in over the holidays to support
vulnerable and key worker children.

Please could | urge you to support them in taking the time to rest by not contacting teachers over the
holiday period with queries about learning. For any issues around student safety, please see our advice
below.

3) Safeguarding

Student safety in and out of school is always our priority. This does not change during our closure, and
distance learning itself can bring added issues.

Please help us support student safety by;

e Immediately reporting any worries or concerns. You can use the white “Report an Issue” button in the
top right corner of the school website at www.kingedwardvi.devon.sch.uk. This will be picked up even

during times we are closed.
e Noting that we are not using any video conferencing learning at present- all of our learning is set on
classcharts or google classroom and should only be accessed by students using a College email and login.
e Noting the advice available from our website and from organisations such as National Online Safety
(see enclosed).

It has been great over the past ten days to have seen the response from staff, students, parents and carers in
pulling together to face our new circumstances. Students have made great efforts in adapting to distance
learning. Parents and carers have supported this- even joining our Parent Voice meeting online. Staff have got on
with completely new circumstances- we have even had colleagues designing, testing and producing (and
delivering) protective equipment for primary care staff using our 3d printers.

We are really fortunate to be able to support one another in this way at this time. Thank you for your efforts and
please have an enjoyable and restful Easter Holidays.

With very best wishes,

Alan Salt
Principal
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10 TOP TIPS

REMOTE LEARNING FORPARENTS

Aemote leaming can be a great way to continue learning outside the dassroom, particularly in difficult droumstances.
For parents and carers, the idea of remote learning isn't always straightforsand and there can be a number of factors
they need to consider, espedially arcund ensuring their children feel comfortable and are familiar with the whole
concept. That's why we've reated this guide to help parents and carers support their child in getting the most out of
their remote leaming experience.
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3} Establish a dathy schedule and routine
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&) Encourage screen breaks away from devices
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on apps and software
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www.nationalonlinesafety.com  Twitter - @natonlinesafety  Facebook - MationalonlineSafety
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Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety




