


Do they know?

- First exam is the 9th of May

- How many exams for each subject?

- Which topics are in each exam?

Make an overview!



Good revision 
should have 3 
key components

1. Knowledge organising

2. Practising skills

3. Getting feedback and 
improving



Stage one: Knowledge organising

What you need to create your knowledge organisers:

• Topic checklist – from teachers or exam board specification

• Revision books/ school exercise books/ revision resources from teachers/ 
online revision resources and videos

• Blank knowledge organisers from teachers (if available)



Exam board specification

1. Google exam 

board. A lot of AQA 

but check your 

teacher.

2. Search for the 

subject you are 
revising

3. Click on 

specification
4. Scroll down and 

download syllabus



Exam board 
specification

• If a topic is on the 
specification/syllabus, then 
you could get a question on it 
in the exam.

• You can use these as your 
checklists for your knowledge 
organising.



Revision books/ school exercise 
books/ revision resources from 
teachers/ online revision resources 
and videos

• You should have been given 
revision resources at making the 
grade evening.

• Teachers will also be giving you 
more after Christmas.

• USE YOUTUBE... everything is on 
YouTube.



How to create your 
knowledge 
organisers



1. Use topic checklist/syllabus to figure out your weakest areas.

- Could use green/amber/red highlighting

2. Start with your weakest areas

3. Decide how you want to layout your knowledge

4. Use revision books/exercise books to create topic summaries.

5. Remember to use your own words.



3. Decide how you want to layout your knowledge
Mind map

Summarise this 

topic in your 

own words at 

the end of the 
leg

Main topic in the 

middle e.g. Cell 

Biology

Legs to be labelled 
the subtopic e.g animal and 

plant cells



3. Decide how you 
want to layout your 
knowledge
Flash cards
Topic on one side 
and summary on 
the other.



3. Decide how you want 
to layout your knowledge
Knowledge organiser
Topic has heading. 
Subtopics summarised
into boxes. Aim is to have 
whole topic on one A3 
sheet.



Good revision 
should have 3 
key components

1. Knowledge organising

2. Practising skills

3. Getting feedback and 
improvement



2. Practising skills

What you need:

• Exam questions

• Past papers online

• Revision books

• Teachers

• Paper

• Resources created e.g. flash cards etc.



Past papers online:

1. Google exam 

board and past 
papers

2. Fill in section 

depending on what 

subject you want to 

practice

3. Download past 

papers that you want 

to attempt



2. Practising skills

How to:

• Switch off all distractions e.g. phones, TV, 
music etc.

• Put on a timer

• Answer the question in time

• Start with shorter questions and build up to the 
longer one. Eventually completing full exam 
papers.



What to do with them once you have 
made them?

• Spaced repetition

• Pomodoro technique

• Blurting technique/Feynman technique

2. Practising skills



Spaced repetition
This is all about revisiting your revision at set times – best done with flash cards.

Stack 1:

Revisit it in a 

couple of 

days.

Stack 2:

Revisit it in a 

week

Stack 3:

Revisit it in a 

couple of 

weeks



Pomodoro technique

This is all about the timing of your revision.

• Work for 25 minutes on one task/topic (set a timer)

• 5 minutes rest

• Repeat four times (different tasks/topics)

• This equates to 2 hours of revision

• Break of 15-30 minutes before next revision session



Blurting 
technique/Feynman 
technique

• Pick a topic

• Write everything you know/can 
remember on a page (neatly)

• Write it as simply as you can

• Highlight anything as you go that you 
think could use extra detail, or there 
are parts of if you can't remember.

• Use revision books notes etc. To go 
back over it.



Good revision 
should have 3 
key components

1. Knowledge organising

2. Practising skills

3. Getting feedback and 
improvement



3. Getting feedback and improving

What you need:

• Exam mark schemes

• Exemplar answers

• Your answers that were created in stage 2

• Others to work with you

• Teachers help



Mark schemes:

1. Google exam 

board and past 
papers

2. Fill in section 

depending on what 

subject you want to 

practice

3. Download mark 

schemes of past 

papers you have 

attempted



3. Getting 
feedback 
and 
improving

How to:

• Mark your work and then redo and 
improve

• To mark your work:

• Do it yourself using mark 
schemes and exemplar answers

• Get a friend to mark

• Create your own exam questions

• Mark someone else's work



• Make sure they have an overview of exams

• Topic checklist for each exam

Revision is split up into three main components:

• Knowledge organising

• Practising skills

• Feedback and improvement

Aiming for two hours of revision an evening, and more on the weekend.

Summary


